
These programs are at the heart of the Foundation’s mission—to enrich lives, foster learning, and
create opportunities for connection through the Library.  They would not be possible without the
continued support of our donors, sponsors, and dedicated foundation members.
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A Spring to Remember 
This spring, the Whittier Public Library Foundation
was proud to bring our community together for
two unforgettable programs that celebrated the
power of storytelling in all its forms.

WWW.WHITTIERPLF.ORG

Mary McCarthy and President-Elect 
Susanne Mendoza with Zarna Garg.

Our annual Whittier Reads program sparked
meaningful conversation and reflection with
author Jordan Thomas.  His compelling work,
When It All Burns, invited readers to confront
historical, cultural and anthropological ideas
while finding common ground through a hopeful
concluding message. 

We are delighted to introduce our new Whittier Public Library
Foundation President, Susanne Mendoza. Susanne brings a
remarkable combination of energy, enthusiasm, and fresh ideas
to her new role, along with a strong work ethic that will help guide
the Foundation into its next chapter. Her passion for community
engagement and commitment to the Library’s mission position
her to make an immediate and lasting impact.

As we look ahead, we are excited for the vision and leadership
Susanne will bring to our programs and initiatives, continuing to
strengthen the Foundation’s role in enriching the Whittier
community.

Please join me in warmly welcoming Susanne as our new WPLF
President.

Mary McCarthy, President                     
Whittier Public Library Foundation 

WELCOMING OUR NEW WPLF PRESIDENT

TAX ID #    95-4714775

We were equally thrilled to welcome Zarna Garg as part of the Eileen Bigelow Speaker Series.  With
humor, honesty, and sharp insight, Garg captivated the audience, offering a fresh and uplifting
perspective on identity, family, and resilience.

Mary McCarthy with author,
Jordan Thomas

https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/adaptive-donor-form/?formId=d9a65088-3b70-4ad1-90a6-8dc9a0b604e2&envid=p-kGnbVWC6c0GDCAdkg8gBeQ&zone=usa
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/adaptive-donor-form/?formId=d9a65088-3b70-4ad1-90a6-8dc9a0b604e2&envid=p-kGnbVWC6c0GDCAdkg8gBeQ&zone=usa


SUMMER READING CLUB
UNEARTH A STORY!

Get ready for a prehistoric adventure! This
year’s Summer Reading Club theme,
“Unearth a Story,” invites young explorers
to dig deep into the world of books.

Keep an eye out for the Foundation’s dino-
packed videos promoting the program, as
well as the custom video arch art,
welcoming readers into the children’s
section.
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Whittier Reads

Whittier Reads 2026 looked to the
natural world as we explored the human
relationship with wildfire. Our featured
author, Jordan Thomas, captivated the
crowd, reflecting on how fire “forces
people to pay attention to the
landscapes . . . and to each other.”

Eileen Bigelow Speaker Series

The Eileen Bigelow Speaker Series reached
a high note with an appearance by award-
winning comedian and author Zarna Garg.
Zarna shared her incredible “only-in
America” journey to a sold out audience at
the Central Library. 

She discussed her memoir, This American
Woman, which explores her path from
escaping an arranged marriage to finding
her voice on the New York stage. Her
storytelling left the community both
laughing and deeply inspired by her
message of perseverance.

Zarna Garg

When It All Burns

To deepen our understanding, the Foundation produced a series of exclusive interviews with
the superintendent of the Los Padres Hotshots, Matt Aoki, as well as with former Los Padres
Hotshot, Chris Fourtner. These stories of resilience and leadership underscored the hopeful
message of Thomas’s work—that while Mother Nature remains undefeated, our actions  as a
community have never been more important.

Follow us on Instagram or check our
website for upcoming events!

@WhittierPLF        www.whittierplf.org

http://www.whittierplf.org/
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THANK YOU TO OUR

SPONSORS
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DONATE TODAY!
Scan the QR Code

or visit
whittierplf.org 
to learn more

Whittier Women’s Club
Cooking with Ry
Pat & Brian Beck
Rita & Bob Rubin
Jeff & Pam Butler
Ceres Foundation

Mee Semcken
Mercury Escrow

Dr. John & Mary McCarthy
Drs. Neal Shindel & Joan Dengrove

Mary McCarthy Mike Garabedian Susanne Mendoza

Pam Butler Pany Sudick Art Revueltas

Charles Adams Jac Sanchez

Virginia (Ginny) Ball Patricia Beck Martha Patterson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President Past President President-Elect

VP - Fundraising VP - Marketing
VP - Membership

Treasurer

Secretary Interim Library Director

Larry Dicus Sonia Chaidez Pamela Florin
William Geiger Cindy Greenup Mandy Knight

Berta Leon Ryne Pearson Megan Tan
Dr. Janis Cavanaugh Natalie SaenzSheryl Crockey

Morales + Morales
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